Siege of Cf-ergoma                       351
with, rocky valleys Vercmgetorix lay in force out-Bide, but in a situation wheie he could not be attacked except at disadvantage, and witli his communication with the fortress secured He was departing again from his general plan for the campaign in allowing Gergovia to be defended, but it was the central home of his own tribe, and the result showed that he was right in believing it to be impregnable. Caesar saw that it was too strong to be stormed, and that it could only be taken after long operations After a few skirmishes he seized a spur of the plateau which cut off the garrison from their leadiest water-supply, and he formed an intrenched camp upon it He was studying the lest of the problem when bad news came that the ,3Mui were unsteady agam The ten thousand men had been laised as he had ordered, but on their way to join him they had muidered the Roman officers in charge of them, and were preparing to go over to Vercmgetonx: Leaving two legions to guard his works, he intercepted the _3Muan contingent, took them prisoners, and protected their lives. In his absence Vercmgetorix had attacked the camp with determined fury The fighting had been des-peiate, and Caesar only returned in tune to save it. The reports from the JEdui were worse and worse. The patriotic faction had the upper hand, and with the same passionate determination to commit themselves irrecoverably, which had been shown before at Gien, they had massacred every Roman in their territory It was no time for delaying over a tedious siege Caesar was on the point of raising it, when accident brought on a battle under the walls An opportunity seemed to offer itself of capturing the place by escalade, which part of the army attempted con-